THE authors emphasise that the early diagnosis and intensive training of the residual hearing of the deaf infant gives the best possible results. Four to six months is the ideal age to start auditory training and a period of three years or more may be required before a final assessment of hearing is possible. The great problem of the deaf child is the interference with the learning of speech, the inability to communicate with others and consequent isolation and psychological upset.
The layout is good and the price is modest. The book is aimed more towards the needs of the postgraduate than to the undergraduate medical student. Yet the issues dealt with in its content spread beyond the interests of the epidemiologist, the statistician or the student of social medicine: its disciplines are basic to medical science and its applications cannot be avoided in good clinical enquiry. This book is commended as essential reading for all postgraduate workers in any area of clinical research.
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